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areas, where meth use is particularly
prevalent, are rarely trained to deal
with the unique issues related to this
drug. They put themselves into harm’s
way every time they go into a home to
rescue a child, both because of the
toxic chemicals to which they are ex-
posed, as well as the combative and
sometimes violent state of the addicted
parents.

As was highlighted by Chairman
GRASSLEY and Senator BAUCUS this
morning, the current funding structure
for America’s child welfare system is
outdated and ill-equipped to respond to
the challenges of the methamphet-
amine epidemic. We need to look at
how we can better help States and
communities respond to the spike in
the number of meth-related child wel-
fare cases, and I am pleased that the
Finance Committee will continue to
investigate the Federal role in healing
children and families who are plagued
by this dangerous and highly addictive
drug.

Again, I thank Chairman GRASSLEY
and Senator BAUCUS for holding the
hearing today. And, I commend the in-
dividuals who shared their stories of
recovery with the committee. From
their testimony, we saw first hand that
treatment can work. We heard that
education about the devastating con-
sequences of meth use can help to pre-
vent potential users from going down
this path of destruction. And, we
learned that far too many of our Na-
tion’s children are being put at risk in
homes where meth is being cooked.

As we continue to address the impor-
tant issue of combating methamphet-
amine abuse, we need to do more to
protect America’s children, to educate
our citizens about the dangers of drug
use, and to support effective drug abuse
treatment methods.

——————

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’® WEEK
AND LAS VEGAS TAKE BACK
THE NIGHT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize National Crime Victims’
Week, which began April 23 and runs
through April 29. This year’s theme is
Victims’ Rights: Strength in TUnity.
Victims of violent crime may never be
able to forget the trauma they have
suffered, but with unity and support,
they will have a chance to heal.

That is why I would also like to ac-
knowledge a powerful event that will
take place in my home State of Nevada
on April 28—the Take Back the Night
March.

Take Back the Night started in the
late 1970s as a way to recognize and
protest the concerns women had about
walking outside at night due to threats
of assault, rape, and murder. Since
then, the event has spread to almost
every corner of the United States and
around the globe

Hundreds, if not thousands, of Take
Back the Night marches and rallies are
held each year—often in late April—to
coincide with National Crime Victims’
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Week. We have had events in Nevada
before, especially on our university
campuses, but this year is the first
community-wide march in Las Vegas.

I am pleased to see this event ex-
panding into the entire Las Vegas com-
munity. Take Back the Night marches
are positive events that bring together
communities and empower victims of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
The women and men who have survived
these crimes can see they are sur-
rounded by strong and supportive
friends, neighbors, family members,
and advocates. As organized by the
Rape Crisis Center, this Take Back the
Night includes activities for children
and families, music, food, an open
microphone, and a peace rally.

I have been a longtime supporter of
legislation to combat violence against
women, including the landmark Vio-
lence Against Women Act, VAWA. I
voted for VAWA in 1994 and its reau-
thorization in 2000 and 2005. Our society
can never be strong unless all its mem-
bers feel safe in their own homes and
on their own streets. We must do more
to stop domestic violence and sexual
assault.

I appreciate the time and effort of
every Nevadan who is taking part in
this year’s Take Back the Night
March. I would especially like to thank
the Rape Crisis Center and its dedi-
cated staff for organizing this wonder-
ful event. I look forward to working
with them in the future to make our
streets safer.

———

TRIP TO COLOMBIA, PERU, BRAZIL
AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, during
the period of April 7-16, 2006, my col-
league on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, Senator JEFF SESSIONS, and I
traveled to Colombia, Peru, Brazil, and
the Dominican Republic for a firsthand
view on issues of immigration, drug en-
forcement, and trade.

On April 7, 8, and 9, we traveled to
Bogota and Cartagena, Colombia. Upon
exiting the plane, we immediately met
with Ambassador William Wood, who
has been U.S. Ambassador to Colombia
since August 13, 2003, and is a graduate
of Bucknell University.

I was looking forward to returning to
Colombia in that I had not had an op-
portunity to visit there since December
1999. At the time, President Pastrana
was the President of Colombia, and I
had the opportunity to discuss with
him my concerns about the forcible
eradication of the supply of narcotics
and the status of peace talks between
the Colombia Government and the Rev-
olutionary Armed Forces of Colombia,
FARC.

Traveling to Colombia this time, I
was aware that Colombia was still fac-
ing many serious challenges. Many of
these suspicions were corroborated by
Ambassador Wood. Ambassador Wood
stated that the United States sent Co-
lombia $600 million in aid in 2005. The
purpose of this aid is to assist Colom-
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bia against various drug cartels and
guerilla groups which threaten Colom-
bia’s security. Colombia faces two left-
ist and one rightwing insurgent group
that wage guerilla warfare, carrying
out Kkidnappings, hijackings, attacks
on civilians, and political assassina-
tions. The primary threat that Colom-
bia faces is from FARC. Ambassador
Wood estimated that FARC is com-
posed of 17,000 members and operates in
approximately 40 percent of Colombia.

Senator SESSIONS and I were also
made aware of some recent changes
that have occurred to Colombia’s jus-
tice system. Ambassador Wood stated
that the new Colombian Justice system
has instilled in the Colombian people a
new level of confidence in the prosecu-
tion of criminals. The new system pro-
vides for live testimony through the
implementation of an oral accusatorial
system, whereas the previous system
was nonadversarial and operated al-
most exclusively on the basis on writ-
ten testimony. Ambassador Wood stat-
ed that the new system is now in
Bogota and three other municipal
areas. Over 17,000 prosecutors and
judges have received intensive training
in the new accusatory system in 2005
from various U.S. agencies. The imple-
mentation of this new justice system
demonstrates that the Colombian Gov-
ernment is serious about cracking
down on crime and will no longer serve
as a kangaroo court for the benefit of
the cartels.

Ambassador Wood also noted several
other significant areas where the Co-
lombian Government has improved in
the area of law enforcement. Specifi-
cally, Ambassador Wood noted that the
number of annual homicides were at
their lowest number in 18 years. The
number of kidnappings is down 39 per-
cent, and terror attacks are down 42
percent under President Uribe’s admin-
istration.

Later during the trip to Colombia, we
had the opportunity to meet President
Alvaro Uribe and Colombia’s Vice Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Camilo Reyes.
I came away extremely impressed with
President Uribe and his agenda for Co-
lombia. President Uribe is a true Co-
lombian patriot who has elected to
take the battle to FARC and to try to
eliminate the cultivation of illegal nar-
cotics in his country. Based primarily
on his success against narcotic groups,
President Uribe was reelected Presi-
dent of Colombia on March 12, 2006, on
a platform to defeat guerillas, elimi-
nate paramilitary organizations, end
narcotrafficking, and enhance Colom-
bia’s domestic security.

The first issue that Senator SESSIONS
and I broached with President Uribe
was the issue of narcotics. Approxi-
mately 90 percent of the cocaine that
enters the United States and 80 percent
of the heroin east of the Mississippi
comes from Colombia. President Uribe
agreed with us that the biggest prob-
lem in the war on drugs was lowering
the consumption of drugs. President
Uribe believes, as do I, that so long as
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